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SAViO Engineering, Inc. provides a manufacturer’s limited warranty of 5 years from original purchase date. 
W

arranty is non-transferable. W
ithin the warranty period S AViO will repair materials with manufacturing 

deficiencies at their discretion. This warranty does not cover any faults caused by improper use, installation 
and handling of the device or as a result of wear and tear. S AViO Engineering, Inc. does not assume liability for 
consequential damage caused by the failure of the S AViO Skimmerfilter. ™ W

arranty is void if the product is not 
used in accordance with instructions. Register your warranty at Savioeng.com

/warranty.
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The SAViO
 Com

pact Skim
m

erfilter™
 provides skim

m
ing action for ponds up to 300 sq. ft. The Com

pact 
Skim

m
erfilter™

 com
es with two biological filtration pads and has the built-in capacity for one integral 

UVinex. UVs help create optim
al water quality and are available for purchase separately.

U
V

 filtr
a
tio

n
 (o

p
tio

n
a
l)

elim
inates green water

b
io

-filtr
a
tio

n

supports biological health, provides 
m

echanical filtration and polishes water

m
a
c
r
o

 filtr
a
tio

n

traps large debris and protects the pum
p

s
k
im

m
e
r
 filtr

a
tio

n

rem
oves up to 85%

 of debris before it sinks

Im
p

o
r
ta

n
t S

a
fe

ty
 In

s
tr

u
c
tio

n
s

Locate a GFCI (ground fault current interrupter) protected power source nearby. Typically a 4 outlet, 15 am
p, 110v, 

grounded, single phase service is sufficient. Refer to your electrical equipm
ent specifications or consult a qualified 

electrician to determ
ine power dem

ands for your system
.

W
A

R
N

IN
G

S

    To prevent electrical shock, disconnect all electrical devices including the UVinex System before servicing the  
 Skim

m
erfilter.™

 
Do not attem

pt to operate electrical devices with dam
aged cords or plugs.

 
Do not attem

pt to rem
ove any electrical device from

 the Skim
m

erfilter™
 by pulling on its cord.

 
Units with UVinex: UV light throws off radiation that can be harm

ful to skin and eyes. Always 
 unplug all power to the Skim

m
erfilter™

 prior to servicing the UVinex unit. Never look at or touch a 
 UV bulb during operation. 

O
p

e
ra

tin
g

 C
a

p
a

c
itie

s
T

ro
u

b
le

s
h

o
o

tin
g

Pum
p cham

ber runs dry 
during operation.

Add water to pond. W
ater level should be between 3/4” above or 

below optim
um

 water m
ark on faceplate.

Ensure free m
ovem

ent of weir door/ rem
ove obstruction.

Reduce pum
p flow.

Install sm
aller pum

p.
Install larger weir assem

bly.

Low water level in pond.

W
eir door closed/stuck/

obstructed.

W
eir not large enough for 

pum
p flow.

F
a
u

lts
P

o
s
s
ib

le
 C

a
u

s
e
s

R
e
m

e
d

ie
s

W
ater leak around 

faceplate.
Use #3 phillips screwdriver to hand tighten screws snugly.

Rem
ove weir face, clean liner of m

ud or gravel, sm
ooth wrinkles. 

Reinstall.

Faceplate screws not tight.

Faceplate not sealed properly.

Filter pad requires 
frequent cleaning.

Adjust pum
p flow rate to below recom

m
ended m

axim
um

.

Rem
ove filter pad. Add a SAViO

 Livingponds™
 filter.

Pum
p flow rate too high.

Heavy waste load in pond due to 
fish or plant debris.

No skim
m

ing action. 
Ensure free m

ovem
ent of weir door/ rem

ove obstruction.

Check operation of the pum
p and pum

p screen (if equipped).

W
eir door closed/stuck/

obstructed.

Pum
p is not functioning.

R
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p
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m

e
n

t p
a
r
ts
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p
a
c
t S

k
im

m
e
r
filte

r
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C
o

d
e

Ite
m

S
U
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18 W
att Stainless Steele UVinex System

R
C

0
0
1

Screw Packet

R
C

0
0
2

Replacem
ent Filter M

at

R
C

0
0
3

Tank

R
C

0
0
4

Lid

R
C

0
0
5

Basket

R
C

0
0
6

Baffle Front

R
C

0
0
7

Filter Fram
e Front

C
o

d
e

Ite
m

R
C

0
1
0

Baffle Rear

R
C

0
11

Baffle Top

R
C

0
1
2

8.5” Faceplate

R
C

0
1
6

Basket Handle

R
C

0
1
7

8.5” W
eir Door
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C
o

m
p

o
n

e
n

ts

filter m
at

(RC002)
&filter fram

e x 2
(RC020)

non-skid lid
(RC004)

leaf basket
(RC005)

tank
(RC003)

skim
m

er faceplate
(RC012, 8.5”)

weir door
(RC017, 8.5”)

2 - weir dividers 
(RC009)

17 - skim
m

er 
  faceplate  

       screws
       (RC001)

operating m
anual

baffle front
(RC006)

baffle rear
(RC010)

basket handle
(RC016)

1
0

3

baffle top
(RC011)



5” back from
 the coping shelf, dig a round hole 

m
easuring 22” across, with a depth of 14” below the 

m
arked water line. Dig the front of the hole 1/4” 

deeper than the back to com
pensate for settling. 

Dig a channel 6¾
” below the water line (see diagram

 A
), m

easuring 15” wide (see diagram
 B

), to rest the neck of 
the Skim

m
erfilter.™

 Com
pact and level the bottom

 of excavation. D
o

 n
o

t d
ig

 to
o

 d
e

e
p

ly
 o

r th
e

 s
o

il m
a

y
 s

e
ttle

 

u
n

e
v

e
n

ly. 

W
ith the pond full, m

ark position of water level on 
the liner at the Skim

m
erfilter™

 location. Partially 
drain pond 8”-10” inches before proceeding.

M
a
r
k
 W

a
te

r
 L

e
v
e
l

D
ig

 S
k
im

m
e
r
filte

r
™

 H
o

le

D
ig

 N
e
c
k
 C

h
a
n

n
e
l (A

)

2
.

In
s

ta
ll S

k
im

m
e

rfilte
r™

A
)  Place the Com

pact Skim
m

erfilter™
 opposite the 

waterfall or water return in an easily accessible location.

2
2

”
p

o
n
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S
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o
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s
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c
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n

5
”

S
A

V
iO
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o

m
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a
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t
S

k
im

m
e

rfilte
r™

w
a

te
r re

tu
rn

 o
r 

fu
tu

re
 w

a
te

rfa
ll

s
h

a
llo

w

m
id

-le
v

e
l

b
o

tto
m

la
y

 P
V

C
 along 

shortest path
to equipm

ent

s
h

a
llo

w

Positioning the Com
pact Skim

m
erfilter™

 on 
the downwind side of the pond will aid in the 
effective collection of floating debris. This 
is less im

portant than placing the Com
pact 

Skim
m

erfilter™
 opposite the waterfall but it is 

a significant design consideration. 

W
aterfalls generally face the viewing area. 

Place the Com
pact Skim

m
erfilter™

 so it 
faces the waterfall. This hides the Com

pact 
Skim

m
erfilter™

 from
 view and allows for 

easy access.

C
)

D
) 

Avoid placing rocks or plants in front of the 
Com

pact Skim
m

erfilter.™
  Anything placed 

in front will interfere with the water flow and 
skim

m
ing action.

B
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in
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1
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D
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h
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n
e
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p
o

n
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1
4

”

Prepare for winterization in m
id-to-late Novem

ber, or when ice persistently develops on the pond. Keep 
equipm

ent winterized until late February or early M
arch when the water tem

perature rises consistently to 40º F 
or higher.

If th
e

 p
o

n
d

 is
 to

 b
e

 s
h

u
t d

o
w

n
 in

 w
in

te
r:

1
)

Disconnect UVinex and store indoors.
2

)
Disconnect water m

aster pum
p, clean and store in a dry place.

3
)

Drain any plum
bing lines not buried below frost line (18”-24” in agricultural zones 4-6).

4
)

Use plum
ber’s heat tape on pipes and shut off valves. Insulate the pum

p house and exterior pum
ps and 

 valves.
5

) 
Com

pletely em
pty the tank.

6
)

Rem
ove and thoroughly clean filter m

at.

W
in

te
riz

a
tio

n

M
a

in
te

n
a

n
c

e
Under norm

al operating conditions this Skim
m

erfilter™
 will provide years of trouble-free use. Here are a few item

s 
which will require periodic m

aintenance:

1
)

Check and rem
ove debris captured in the leaf basket every week or as needed. The frequency

 required will vary seasonally, with cleaning required m
ore often in the fall than at other tim

es.
2

)
Clean the filter m

at cartridges when they appear dirty or before there is a noticeable decrease
 in the flow of water to the pum

p cham
ber. Use clean water from

 the pond. Avoid using chem
icals or 

 scrubbing the m
edia. Do not allow filter m

at to dry out during cleaning. Add beneficial bacteria and replace.

S
a
v
io

 W
a
te

r M
a
s
te

r P
u

m
p

s
™

 
High head pressure and affordable. 
Oil-less for fish safety

Floating Fountains
The best, m

ost com
plete way to aerate a pond. 

Professional fountain with includes lights and three free 
nozzles creating three unique and beautiful paterns.
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6
.

F
in

is
h

in
g

 U
p

To hide the Skim
m

erfilter™
 from

 view extend 
coping shelf rockwork up to both sides of the 
Skim

m
erfilter™

 opening. 

Place a flat rock over the Skim
m

erfilter™
 neck 

to cam
ouflage.

F
in

is
h

 C
o

p
in

g
H

id
e
 N

e
c
k

Place the pum
p and plum

bing assem
bly into the 

Skim
m

erfilter.™
Apply prim

er, then glue PVC to pum
p plum

bing assem
bly.

A
tta

c
h

 a
s
s
e
m

b
ly

L
o

w
e
r
 p

u
m

p
A

tta
c
h

 P
V

C

5
.

C
o

n
n

e
c

t P
u

m
p

 (continued)

Attach assem
bly 

to pum
p prior to 

installation.

The skimmer pipe hole is above the optimum water level and has been 
precut for pipe sizes 1" to 2" to pass through connecting to the pump 
assembly. W

hen using the smaller size pipes you may seal the void by 
purchasing a rubber grommet or using spray foam.

Installing P
um

p and P
lum

bing  

s
id

e
 v

ie
w

Place the Skim
m

erfilter™
 in the hole. Check to m

ake 
sure the intended water level m

eets the skim
m

er 
3-1/4” inches below the top of the neck. Adjust up or 
down by adding or rem

oving soil.

P
la

c
e
 S

k
im

m
e
r
filte

r

3
-3

/4
”

Using thum
bs to hold tabs secure, push the weir door 

hinge tabs into the bottom
 set of notches (NO

T TO
P) 

on the weir dividers. Lay the door horizontal in the 
Skim

m
erfilter™

 neck.

to
p

 v
ie

w

fa
c

e

C
h

e
c
k
 P

o
s
itio

n

Verify that the face of the Skim
m

erfilter™
 is flush 

with the back wall of the lined coping shelf. Adjust 
placem

ent, if necessary.

Fill with water for stability then place lid on top of 
Skim

m
erfilter™

 and backfill around the entire unit. 
Use m

oist sand or pea gravel or, if unavailable, 
gravel and loose soil (free from

 clum
ps). Hand pack 

every two or three inches. Do not over com
pact. 

Lightly m
oisten the backfill to aid in settling.

B
a
c
k
fill

 In
s
e
r
t W

e
ir

 D
o

o
r

Insert weir dividers for 8.5” weir, use outerm
ost 

tracks as shown in picture above.

 In
s
e
r
t W

e
ir

 D
iv

id
e
r
s

1
/4

”

Level the unit front to back and side to side. M
ake 

the front edge ¼
” lower than the back edge. 

C
h

e
c

k
 w

a
te

r le
v

e
l o

n
c

e
 a

g
a

in
.  The placem

ent 
of the Skim

m
erfilter™

 will determ
ine the depth of 

your pond before you proceed.

V
e
r
ify

 W
a
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r
 L

e
v
e
l
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s
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ll S

k
im

m
e

rfilte
r™

 (continued)

p
o
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d

p
o

n
d
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n
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n
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fill lin
e

fill lin
e
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n
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o
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W
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3
.
A

tta
c

h
 L

in
e

r

Position pond liner over the Skim
m

erfilter™
 m

outh 
and hold it in place. Sm

ooth liner free of wrinkles and 
folds. W

ipe clean.

M
ake a 3” wide incision through the centered  liner

3/4” below the top of the Skim
m

erfilter™
 opening.

After the faceplate is secured, use a knife to
trim

 the liner inside the m
outh of the Skim

m
erfilter.™

  

M
a
k
e
 In

c
is

io
n

P
u

ll L
in

e
r
 O

v
e
r
 S

k
im

m
e
r
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r
™

A
tta

c
h

 F
a
c
e
p

la
te

T
r
im

 L
in

e
r

c
o

rre
c

t
in

c
o

rre
c

t

T
r
e

n
c

h
 F

o
r
 P

V
C

 P
ipe

to
 w

a
te

r 

re
tu

rn

d
is

c
h

a
rg

e
 p

ip
e

trench from
 side

closest to waterfall

p
o

n
d

Dig a trench for the 
discharge pipe. Use 
the side closest to 
your water return 
or waterfall. Extend 
this trench so that 
it connects to the 
waterfall filter.

Use the included hex wrench to install screws into all four 
corners. Install the rem

aining screws. Tighten top, bottom
 

and sides alternately until screw heads are flush to create a 
watertight seal. D

o
 n

o
t o

v
e
rtig

h
te

n
. 

D
o

 n
o

t u
s
e
 a

 p
o

w
e
r d

rill.

F
reeze

F
le

x
 P

V
C

Reduces plum
bing joints and the 

leaks that com
e with them

, it’s 
easier to use, saves installation 
tim

e and increases productivity. 
Flexible PVC is m

ore freeze 
tolerant than rigid PVC, glues to 
standard PVC fittings and its black 
color m

akes it easier to hide.

4
.

In
s

ta
ll P

V
C

 (continued)

Bury the FreezeFlex Flexible PVC™
 or Kink 

Free below frost line. Dig a trench (shovel 
width) 10” below existing ground level along 
the pond perim

eter from
 the Savio 

Skim
m

erfilter™
 to the Livingponds W

aterfall 
Filter™

 or water return.

B
u

r
y

 F
reezeF

lex P
V

C

S
u

b
m

e
r
s
ib

le
 P

u
m

p

The Skim
m

erfilter™
 tank protects and hides the subm

ersible pum
p. 

The leaf basket protects the pum
p from

 large debris and reduces 
clogging. Use a solids handling pum

p designed for water feature 
applications.

5
.

C
o

n
n

e
c

t P
u

m
p

6
7

4. Install F
reezeF

lex P
V

C




